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ABSTRACT
HOUSING A LEARNED HONORARY SOCIETY
by RICHARD PROCTOR SWALLOW
Submitted for the Degree of MASTER IN ARCHITECTURE in the
Department of Architecture on August 14., 1957
Part I - Past and Present - A review of the long history
of the functions and the housing of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences to realize exactly what the Academy
is and stands for, and what they should have in the way
of physical facilities and aesthetic environment. The
financial status is also investigated with emphasis on
the housing costs to point up the expensive items and for
comparison with the proposed building costs.
Part II - Proposal - The requirements are discussed and
a program set down for the areas to be contained in the
proposed building. The proposed site location and sur-
roundings are explained and costs are estimated for build-
ing and land, as well as for operation and maintenance.
Part III - Conclusion - The feelings of the Fellows are
summarized and the author restates his own opinions.
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100 Memorial Drive
Cambridge 42, Mass.
August 14, 1957
Dean Pietro Belluschi
School of Architecture and Planning
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge 39, Massachusetts
Dear Dean Belluschi:
In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master in Architecture, I herewith respectfully sub-
mit this thesis entitled: HOUSING A LEARNED HONORARY SOCIETY.
Very truly yours,
Richard P. Swallow
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PREFACE
PREFACE
At the time of choosing a thesis topic for myself, the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences was earnestly investi-
gating possibilities for a permanent meeting place and office
space. The Academy was then renting three rooms on the third
floor in the Hayden Memorial Library at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. During this period, the Brandegee Chari-
table Foundation offered the Brandegee estate in Brookline
to the American Academy as a meeting place. This generous
gift of house and grounds, as well as some maintenance funds,
(see text) was duely inspected by the Academy's House Committee.
Later, the Fellows were invited to look the house and grounds
over. At the monthly meeting on April 10, 1957, it was voted
by a majority of the Fellows to accept the gift from the Bran-
degee Charitable Foundation on the basis of a five-year trial
period.
Having been through the Brandegee estate myself and seen
its state of repair, decor, number of useless rooms, etc., I
was distressed to hear the outcome of the decision at this
meeting. Therefore, believing that the Academy will suffer
in the long run both in its finances and its growth due to
lack of participation of the Fellows, especially the younger
ones, I decided to take the opposite course in trying to solve
the problem of finding a home for the Academy, and to design
an entirely new building on a convenient site as my thesis
project.
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To do this, I investigated the history of the Academy
and studied their documents as far back as they went which
were held in the Academy's office. This search was primari-
ly to familiarize myself with the society and to try to de-
termine what facilities would best fill the needs and the pur-
poses of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, not only
for the present, but for some time to come. Having some sev-
en years of architectural and planning training behind me, I
could not help but think of the effect of the proposed struc-
ture on the community in which it is sited. Thus, while ful-
filling the requirements of the American Academy, I hope to
preserve and increase the aesthetic (and financial) value of
the surrounding area.
Mr. Ralph W. Burhoe, Executive Officer of the Academy,
and his fine staff, which also included my wife, deserve my
most appreciative thanks. They were a great help in finding
information relevant to my thesis and included me in invita-
tions to Academy functions where I was able to observe the
Fellows in "action".
For their guidance on this thesis project, I would like
to thank the following gentlemen:
Dean Pietro Belluschi, School of Architecture and Plan-
ning, M.I.T., and past Chairman of the Academy's House
Committee, especially for his support of the idea and
belief in the value of this thesis.
Architect Minoru Yamasaki, Detroit, Michigan
Architect Paul Rudolph, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Architect Reginald C. Knight, Sarasota, Florida
Professors Herbert L. Beckwith, William H. Brown, and
Robert B. Newman, School of Architecture and Planning,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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PART I-PAST AND PRESENT
L
HISTORY
During his inaugural address in October, 1944, Howard
Mumford Jones, the twenty-eighth president of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, made some brief historical
remarks concerning the influences on the formation of learn-
ed societies in America. He said,
"Following the release of intellectual and cultural
forces in the Renaissance, forces which as human-
ism or the New Learning, and the new science or
Natural Philosophy, it is commonpleace that in sev-
enteenth-century Europe, leaders of what was then
a radical reinterpretation of man and nature felt
the need of mutual support and criticism, and that
out of this need such institutions as the French
Academy and the Royal Society were born. From
their great example we (The American Academy of Arts
and Sciences) descend."
In the century that followed the one Dr. Jones de-
scribes above, America found herself in the situation where
the settlers were beginning to catch their breath, stop and
think. It was the century when the oldest of our learned
societies was formed. Benjamin Franklin in his proposal for
the American Philosophical 2Society in 1743, describes the
situation as follows:
"The firft Drudgery of Settling new Colonies, which
confines the Attention of People to mere neceffaries,
is now pretty well over; and there are many in every
Province in Circumftances that fet them at Eafe, and
afford Leifure to cultivate the finer 3Arts, and im-
prove the common Stock of Knowledge."
1. Jones, The Future of the Academy, American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, p. 1.
2. "Philosophical" being used in its former meaning: of or per-
taining to natural philosophy or physical science.
3. Franklin, quoted, American Philosophical Society Year Book
(George H. Buchanan Co., Philadelphia, 1956.)
1.
Dr. Franklin's society was founded in Philadelphia, and its
progress was watched enviously by John Adams and other learn-
ed Bostonians. In fact, they found it so successful, that
in 1780 the Boston group formed their own ...."Body Politic
and Corporate by the name of THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS
AND SCIENCES. . . "
By 1780 another factor of favorable influence towards
the establishment of learned societies was in effect: "...
the American Revolution (had) enhanced a sense of American
nationalism which found expression in desire to bring the
state of American literature and science to a par with the
culture of the old world. . ."5 Thus, the American Academy
was launched in a healthy climate; under the able leadership
of the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, James
Bowdoin, as her first president; and with other such famous
early Americans as Samual Adams, John Adams, and John Han-
cock in her ranks of original incorporators.
Now in her 177th year the American Academy, the second
oldest learned society in the United States, still adheres
closely to the purposes as described in her charter enacted
May 4, 1780, by the Legislature of Massachusetts, which read
in part as follows:
"....the end and design of the institution of the
said Academy is, to promote and encourage the knowl-
4. Quoted in The American Academy of Arts and Sciences,1780-
190., (The American Academy, Boston, 1940, p.3.)
5. Ibid., p.1.
2.
edge of the antiquities of America, and of the
natural history of the country, and to determine
the uses to which the various natural productions
of the country may be applied; to promote and en-
courage medical discoveries, mathematical dis-
quisitions, philosophical inquiries and experi-
ments; astronomical, meteorological, and geograph-
ical observations, and improvements in agriculture,
arts, manufactures, and commerce; and, in fine,
to cultivate every art and science which may tend
to advance the interest, honor, dignity, and hap- 6piness of a free, independent, and virtuous people."
During the 18th Century, learned societies flourished
and men of all the arts and sciences of the day could talk
a common language. However, in the next century, many
changes took place: the sciences, for instance, became so
deversified that barriers of vocabulary and approach made a
common ground for discussion harder to reach. Also, govern-
mental agencies and universities took over some of the areas
of research and industrial establishments set up their own
laboratories with far more resources than the academies
could muster. Fortunately, the specialist with prodding
from the humanist now is aware that talking to other special-
ists in different fields can be very helpful to himself and
the others in their approach to problems and in realizing
their place in the life of man. The learned societies are
the places for meeting on the 'common ground'.7
6.Ibid., p. 3.
7.Jones, op. cit., p. 2 ff.
3.
SEAL OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
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FUNCTIONS
At the 1000th meeting of the American Academy in 1910,
the objectives of the Academy were stated by Professor Ed-
ward C. Pickering. He believed,'TPhe real objects should be
the increase and diffusion of knowledge, the first by re-
search, the second by its publications."8 Professor Pick-
ering's "objects" make up the more important functions of
the Academy even today. They were included in the resum-
marization of the Academy's program and goals by Harlow
Shapley (President, 1939-1944) in December, 1955, as follows:
"1. The rewarding of merit (a) through election to
membership in the Academy, and (b) through the
awarding of the Rumford Premiums... and of the
Amory Prizes.....
2. The holding of monthly scholarly meetings and
occasional specialized Conferences.....
3. The making of Grants-in-Aid for research.....
4. The publication of the fruits of scholarly re-
search in technical Proceedings............. ".9
Numbers 1(b) and 3 of the above listed functions of the
Academy now cover the stimulation and reward of research.
The Rumford Fund which began with the gift of Count Rumford
in 1796, provides for numerous grants and aids in research
8. American Academy 1780-1940, op. cit., p.6.
9. Shapley, The Academy's Packages, A note concerning funds
for the Academy,(mimeograph, American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, Cambridge, December 13, 1955, p. 1.)
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and for scientific paper publication as well as the award
of the Rumford medal, which may be made annually, for dis-
coveries in heat or light. Other funds for research are
as follows: Permanent Science Fund for any of the sciences;
Cyrus M. Warren Fund for chemical research; and the Francis
Amory Fund for work pertaining to diseases affecting the
genito-urinary system. Another award, the Emerson-Thoreau
award, has just been established this year for rewarding
literature in an effort to ffset all the ones for science.
Dean John E. Burchard of Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in his presidential valedictory delivered April 10,
1957, recommended even another for social sciences. 10
The Memoirs, begun in 1785; the Proceedings, begun in
11848; Daedalus, since 1955; and miscellaneous publications
on specific subjects are covering function number 4, although
not quite as thoroughly as the Academy would like them to.
Number 2, concerning meetings, is the most important to
this thesis and shall be taken up in more detail later.
Number 1(a), election of members, is described in Chap-
ter II of the Statutes. Members are placed in four different
10. Burchard, "Imperium Sine Fine", Daedalus, Vol. 86, No. 3,
(May, 1957), p. 186.
11. Daedalus is the name of the mythical Athenian architect
who built the labyrinth for Minos.
5.
6.
classes: I)Mathematical & Physical Sciences, II)Biological
Sciences, III)Social Arts & Sciences, and IV)Humanities;
" according to the Arts and Sciences in which they
are severally proficient.n1 2 (Architecture comes under the
last section in Class IV, "Fine Arts and Literature".)
Membership is limited to 1350 with norore than two-thirds
of the Fellows from New England. As of May, 1956, there
were 1101 Fellows of the Academy and 143 Foreign Honorary
Members.13 Among the first of the famous artists and archi-
tects to be elected to the Academy were John Singleton Copley
and Charles Bulfinch. Today about six per cent of those in
the Fine Arts and Literature group are well-known contem-
porary architects:
Lawrence Bernhardt Anderson
Pietro Belluschi
Walter Gropius
Charles-Edouard Jeanneret dit Le Corbusier
Oscar Niemeyer
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
Eero Saarinen
Jose Luis Sert
William Wilson Wurster
Contemporary artists, Gyorgy Kepes and Henry Moore,
stand out in this same group which also includes musicians,
writers, poets, museum curators, critics, and professors of
art and architectural history.
12. "Statutes", Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, Vol. d5, No. 2, (March, 1956), p. 124.
13. "Records of Meetings", Daedalus, op. cit., p. 260.
After this introduction to the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, the next section shall be a discussion of the
meeting places and offices; and how this Academy utilized the
facilities that were available or newly constructed for them.
HOUSING
From its birth in 1780, to the early twentieth century,
the Academy had no permanent meeting places, using space in
the Manufactory House, the State House, and the Boston Athe-
naeum. The Athenaeum was used as quarters during most of
the nineteenth century until the Academy moved into a house
at 28 Newbury Street in 1908. This latter address became
the site of the first "House of the Academy" in 1912, with
the construction of a new four story masonary building made
possible by the gift of former president Alexander Agassiz
(1894-1903) and his heirs.15
This new building, destined to be the Academy's home
until 1955, contained the following: archives, a 50,000 book
library,6 office space, reading room, large and small meeting
14. Walter M. Whitehill, report, Council Minutes, (mimeograph,
The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge, May
9, 1956, p. 2.)
15. American Academy 1780-1940, op. cit., p. 9.
16. Most of the volumes were sold in 1946 to a Missouri library
due to duplication of the large university libraries in the
Boston area and infrequent use. Report of the Commission
7.
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rooms. During the last year of its use, 15,900 persons came
to the premises to view nine exhibitions and attend seven
regular Academy meetings, 18 committee meetings, and 36 meet-
ings sponsored by other organizations. Average attendance
at the Academy meetings was 135 , and at the other meetings,
76.
By the spring of 1955, the parking problem on Newbury
Street had become acute. The fourth floor of the building
was little used by the Academy, the rooms and furnishings
were showing wear, and maintenance costs had risen and were
still rising. Thus, the offer of $215,000 from Helena Ru-
benstein, Inc., was accepted by the Council and Number 28
Newbury Street was sold on May 2, 1955.17
Earlier in 1955, Harvard University offered to sell the
Kingsley Porter House and property on the southwest corner of
Elmwood Avenue and Brattle Street, Cambridge, to the Acade-
my with several strings attached. The property, willed to
Harvard at the termination of Mrs. Porter's occupancy, would
have to be preserved as an historical monument and would have
to be sold to the Academy at a reasonable price, not a gift
price. Also, land tax, which Harvard agrees to pay to the
on the Present Status and Future of the AcademyKirtley F.
Mather, Chairman, (American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
Boston, 1946, p. 35ff.)
17. "Records of Meetings", Daedalus, Vol. 86, No. 2, (Sept.,
1956), pp. 138f and 15"4f
8.
City of Cambridge on newly purchased land, would have amoun-
ted to roughly $2,850 per year for twenty years.18
Proposed uses for this house were as follows: 1) small
meetings, 2) rooms for guests of the Academy, 3) semi-club,
serving meals, and 4) large meetings in the barn which would
necessitate revamping it into an auditorium. However, after
consideration,this property belonging to Harvard University
was ruled out as a home for the Academy due to the large en-
dowment needed. 1 9
For the next two years following the sale of 28 Newbury
Street, the administrative offices of the Academy were housed
in three rooms on the third floor of the Hayden Memorial Li-
brary at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The eight
regular meetings, the special, and the committee meetings were
held in various locations in Boston or Cambridge. The office
space in Hayden, although in a location which was very conveni-
ent to President Burchard's office (same building, first floor),
proved to be unsuitable for even the small needs of the Aca-
demy's staff of Executive Officer and four secretaries. There
was no room at all for the publications editor. The quarters
were overcrowded and without storage space for publications and
18. Letter, Edward Reynolds, Administrative Vice President,
Harvard University, to Harlow Shapley, Chairman, Committee
on Quarters, American Academy, November 8, 1955.
19. Council Minutes, (mimeographed, The American Academy, Cam-
bridge, December 14, 1955, p. 3f; and May 9, 1956, p. 4.)
9.
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other material that was needed almost daily. This latter
situation required the Academy to hire an errand boy to run
back and forth to the warehouse a good half mile away. No
space was available here either for small meetings or
suitable hospitality for visitors".20 Another factor influ-
encing the use of this office space was that M.I.T. needed
the rooms also, and they had originally agreed to rent the
space to the Academy for one year only.
On the other hand, the regular meetings were having
great success during this period. The gatherings were held
in the Morse Auditorium of the Museum of Science onemonth,
the Cohen Arts Center at Tufts University the next, Kresge
Auditorium at M.I.T. the following; Fogg Art Museum, Harvard
University the next, etc. Other large dinner meetings were
held at the faculty clubs of both M.I.T. and Harvard, as well
as the Sheraton-Plaza Hotel in Copley Square, Boston.
The smaller committee and special meetings were often
times luncheon affairs at the faculty clubs mentioned above
and the Harvard Club of Boston at 374 Commonwealth Avenue.
The House of the Colonial Society at 87 Mt. Vernon Street,
Boston, (originally the Stephen Higginson Jr. House, built
in 1807 by Charles Bulfinch21 ) proved to be a pleasant loca-
20. Pietro Belluschi, Report of the House Committee at annual
meeting, May 9, 1956, "Records of Meetings", Daedalus,
Vol. 86, No. 3, (May, 1957), p. 273.
21. Henry-Russell Hitchcock, A Guide to Boston Architecture
1637-1954, (Reinhold Publishing Corporation, New York, 1954.)
10.
tion for the small business meetings of the Academy. Thus
the suggestion of Treasurer Thomas B. Adams was presented as
follows, that the Colonial Society's house be used for all of
the small meetings since the "beautiful surroundings" tended
to elevate the tone of the meetings.22 But this suggestion
was never acted upon, even though the Colonial Society wel-
comed it, due to the introduction of the Brandegee property.
There were three other solutions to the Academy's hous-
ing problem that were investigated by the Committee on Quar-
ters during the interval between the sale of the Newbury Street
house and the acceptance of the Brandegee Estate in 1957 which
will be discussed later. The first proposal was to use space
in a new wing yet to be built onto the Museum of Science on
the Charles River. This space would presumably be for offices,
while the other existing facilities of the Museum would be used
for meetings. The main criticism of this idea was that it
would be "....making the Academy a subsidiary of popular sci-
ence.t23
The second possibility for a home for the Academy that
came up in those two years and still may be in the future, was
45 Beacon Street, the earliest house in the historic range of
buildings between Joy and Arlington Streets, Boston. It was
22. Letter, Thomas B. Adams to President Burchard, April 17, 1956.
23. Council Minutes, op. cit., (May 9, 1956, p. 3.)
11.
originally the third Harrison Otis house, built by Bulfinch
in 1806, one year earlier than the Mt. Vernon Street house
previously mentioned.2 4 Although this house, situated oppo-
site the Boston Public Garden, is unavailable right now, some
of the Fellows are still attracted because it would be a gift
with a $50,000 fund and does have historical value. The same
problems as were evident in the Newbury Street house would
probably arise here also.
A third location investigated was in Harvard Square on
the second floor of the building at 22 Palmer Street, behind
the Harvard Cooperative Society's store. This space was to
be rented and used for administrative purposes only.25 For
office use it was probably large enough, but still not suita-
ble for welcoming guests and meetings would have to be held
elsewhere.
Brandegee Estate
The present and recently acquired home of the Academy
is at 280 Newton Street, Brookline, Massachusetts. The fa-
cilities there consist of a fifty-one room, three-story, brick
veneer mansion; formal terraced gardens, and twenty acres of
well-kept land all of which is part of the estate left by the
late Edward D. Brandegee whose widow made the house her home
until her death on August 28, 1956.
24. Hitchcock, op.jcit., p. 9.
25. Council Minutes, op. cit., (October 10, 1956)
12.
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The property, originally a portion of the larger Faulk-
ner Farm, is on a hill straddling the Brookline-Boston line
across Center Street (U.S. Route No. 1) from the Arnold Ar-
boretum and is bounded on the west by Grove Street and New-
ton Street, and on the south by Allendale Road. The approach
to the estate is off Allendale Road, up a sloping tree-lined
drive from which only the top of the house is visible. The
view of the mansion is restricted since it is nestled into
the south side of the hill, and the drive after rising slopes
down into the main entrance yard which is actually excavated.
The main body of the house was built of timber in about
1896 with additional wings and brick veneer added ten years
later. The architect of the house was Herbert Browne of the
firm of Little and Browne, a successful Boston architectural
firm practicing from about 1860 to 1946. The landscape ar-
chitect who designed the terraced formal gardens was Charles
Platt.26
The exterior reflects the quieter classical elements and
a great influence of the French school, especially in the win-
dow details, typical of American classic eclecticism which was
nearing its climax by the time the additions and veneer were
added to the original building. However, although the house
26. News Release, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cam-
bridge, (April 27, 1957), p. 1.
27. For further discussion of "eclecticism", see Talbot Hamlin,
Architecture Through the Ages, (Revised edition, G.P. Put-
nam's Sons, New York, 1953, p. 594ff.)
13.
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can be called typical of a definite period and architectural
style, it is not a particularly excellent example of a par-
ticularly great period in the history of architecture.
The outer shell of wood and masonary, shelters large
formal rooms whose interiors are crowded with objets d'art
reproductions. The main spaces on the first floor are the
entrance hall, dining room (the kitchen is in the basement),
very large library, intimate living room (comparatively speak-
ing), and tapestry room with adjacent glazed pergola opening
off it to the southwest. The two floors above contain mostly
bed chambers. A gallery is formed on the third floor by sky-
lighting the hall space and having no windows in the outside
wall (busts in niches replace the windows here on the facade
of the house).
The American Academy of Arts and Sciences was offered
the use of this property, described above, on a trial basis
by the Brandegee Charitable Foundation along with a $10,000
per year fund to help pay the expenses and the services of
two maids. After the original contact had been made by Ed-
win H. Land, a past president of the Academy and head of
Polaroid Corporation$3 the Council acted quickly and set up
open house dates with the Foundation so that the Fellows could
come, observe, and judge the merits of this gift upon which
lay balanced the future of the Academy. Fellows were then
28. Council Minutes, op. cit., (March 13, 1957) p. 2.
14.
asked for comments and at the April 10, 1957, Meeting
of the Academy, it was voted to accept the offer on the
trial basis, even though there were several dissenters
and doubtfuls among the Fellows.29
The following were also included in the offer: dining
table service for 200, paintings, statues, tapestries, rugs,
and complete library.30
The offices have already been moved from M.I.T. to the
house. With the change of the offices, there resulted a
change of most of the secretarial staff, due mainly to the
difficulty of commuting to the new location. (For conveni-
ence and upon the request of the Academy, the Executive Of-
ficer and his family have moved into the third floor of the
north wing, formerly servants rooms, and with the use of a
living room on the first floor and storage space.)
The master bedroom and its adjacent dressing room and
boudoir now contain the main offices, while the Editor's
office is in chamber number two and the office machine room
is in housekeeper's room number one. All of these rooms are
on the second floor with no control over the entrance.
Small meetings can be held either in the master bedroom,
or in the (dining) hall outside, depending on the number at-
tending the meetings. The dining room on the first floor will
29. Ibid., (April 10, 1957), p. 1.
30. Letter, President Burchard to the Fellows, March 20, 1957
15.
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accommodate small dinner parties. The tapestry room with
overflows into the ante room and pergola can handle the
larger meetings, but has no area to spare. The gardens are
suitable for large gatherings such as receptions, and the
library, its volumes card catalogued, is available for read-
ing and lounging.
The Brandegee Estate more than satisfies the require-
ments of the Academy and that fact remains its greatest
problem: how to expand the activities of the Academy to jus-
tify spending some $15,500 of its own funds every year for
operating and maintaining such a large establishment. The
Council recognizes this fact and voted that the President
appoint a Committee on Planning and Development, which he
did, to investigate what activities and other organizations
would be welcomed to supplement the regular Academy functions.
Another problem is to make these newer activities, as well
as the regular ones, attractive enough to draw the Fellows
the extra miles they now have to travel to reach the Brande-
gee house with no suitable public transportation to help (see
appendix). The "magnificence" of the Brandegee Estate will
not attract people for long. The convenience of the meetings
in the past has had a great effect on the successful operation
of the Academy and no architecture or landscaping can replace
convenience.
31. Council Minutes, op. cit., (May 8, 1957), p. 1.
16.
FINANCES
As mentioned earlier in the section on Housing, 28 New-
bury Street was sold for $215,000. The furnishings, except
for some auditorium seats, sold for $908.09.32 This money,
minus the real estate agent's commission and legal expenses,
was set up as the "Agassiz Fund" in honor of the original
donor, and was netting some $18,000 per year. 33 The income
from this fund, along with income from some general funds,
admission fees and dues, will now go toward the general op-
erating expenses of the Academy. The $10,000 from the Bran-
degee Charitable Foundation is primarily for outside main-
tenance of the house.
The schedule below gives a breakdown of the costs of
operating and maintaining housing under three different con-
ditionsi each cost being for a complete fiscal year, April
1st to March 31st. The costs labeled "Total Expenses, Gen-
eral Operations", do not include expenses for specified a-
wards and research which come under "Restricted Funds", a-
mounting to almost $75,000 for 1957-195834
32. "Records of Meetings", Daedalus, (Sept. 1956), p. 155.
33. Council Minutes, op. cit., (May 9, 1956), p. 5.
34. Council Minutes, op. cit., (April 10, 1957), p. 3.
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Schedule of House Operating and
1954-5535
Item Newbury St.
Mainenance Costs
1956-5736
MIT
1957-5837
Brandegee
Custodian or Handy Man
Assistant or Gardener
Housekeeper -Cook
Fuel
Electricity
Water
Elevator
Equipment
Supplies
Alteration and Repairs
Fire Insurance
Rents: Office Space
Storage Space
Meeting Halls
Miscellaneous
$4,363.00
1,793.00
1,216.00
26.00
593.00
270.00
618.00
557.00
502.00
52.00
-
$2,000.00
131.65
562.22
762.00
399.75
63.16
2,000.00
2,500.00
3,500.00
800.00
50.00
500.00
650.00
3,000.00
150.00
250.00
500.00
Total House Costs $9,990.00 $1,855.62 $15,900.00
Less
Income from other users 3,453.72
Total Costs
(Total Expenses,
General Operations
$6,536.28 $1,855.62
$33,778.20 $36,828.74
$15,900.00
$51,450.00)
The expense of the Brandegee house shows up vividly
in the schedule: more help (the two maids being provided
by the Foundation not included), more fuel, more repairs,
etc. The Academy will never be able to rent as low as at
35. "Records of Meetings", op. cit., pp. 149 and 154f.
36. Treasurer's Report, "Operating Expenditures; General
Funds", (mimeograph, American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences, April 8, 1957).
37, Ibid., and attachment.
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M.I.T. again. The 896 square feet of floor space at 22 Pal-
mer Street (496 square feet at M.I.T.) was to be rented at
$200 per month. Neither does the Academy need to maintain
a 51-room (baths and smaller rooms not counted), 60-year
old mansion.39
The author of this paper proposes another solution for
the housing of The American Academy of Arts and Sciences and
presents it in Part II that follows.
39. See Appendix II for another example of maintenance
costs for a similar institution.
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PART II -PROPOSAL
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PROGRAM
In Part I the past and present situations of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences were discussed in
order to determine the best way to satisfy the adminis-
trative and meeting requirements of the Academy while in-
suring economical operation and a continued happy, healthy
life in which progress will be made in every quarter.
Also, in the previous part of this report, the past and
still existing problems were carefully noted, so that
they would not be repeted here.
Although the interval between the Newbury Street
house and the Brandegee house was quite economical and
the meetings were successful, the Fellows still feel the
need to identify themselves with a physical object they
can call'T2he House of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences". I certainly think a society with such an hon-
orable and lenghty history, as well as a bright future to
look forward to, does indeed need a "shrine", as some Fel-
lows like to refer to it, where visitors and foreign dig-
nitaries can meet with their peers and can observe the
earliest and the latest works being sponsored by the Aca-
demy.
Many of the comments of the Councilors of the Academy
are enlightening: they believe the house would be a "uni-
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fying force" ...(Bok); "...should be shrine"...(Ford) and
f40lack of it "...might lead to disintegration...". There
are still a few dissenters on house ownership (see Appendix
II for one of them) but they would undoubtedly come around
if the proper facilities were available and were economical
to operate.
The question of economy, to my mind, immediately elim-
inates all old historic buildings that might be offered no
matter how much the accompanying maintenance fund is. And
the older and more historic the edifices, the less they can
possibly fill the basic needs of the Academy and the different
way of life of today's Fellow and staff member. Most of the
Fellows do not desire to maintain somebody else's monument
either.41
Designing the proper facilities with economy of opera-
tion is exactly the intent of this thesis. Therefore, let
us discuss the questions of what are the desired elements
and requirements for the House of the Academy and where the
line is to be drawn between those facilities which can be
economically or aesthetically justified and those which can-
not.
40. Council Minutes, December 14, 1955 and May 9, 1956.
41. Ibid., December 14, 1956.
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The requirements for a regular meeting (eight per
year, October through May) seem quite formidable at first,
especially if one looks at the meetings held at Tufts Uni-
versity which offered new and separate facilities for each
of the events of the evening. The usual meeting procedure
has been as follows:
1. A Council meeting in late afternoon
2. Social hour with cocktails
3. Dinner
4. General business meeting
5. The Communication for the evening
6. Discussion with beer and cheese refreshments
The Council meetings would be best in a conference
type room having a capacity of 35 persons. The social hour
requires a lounge for 200 persons and bar facilities. Item
number 3 requires dining space for 200 persons, plus a kit-
chen for catering service only. If the lounge is to be used
as a multi-purpose room, storage must be provided for tables
and chairs. The business meeting can be held in the dining
area or auditorium with the same capacity of 200. Item num-
ber 5 requires a 200 seat auditorium with projection booth,
blackboard and small stage facilities. Care has to be taken
in regard to acoustics for small musicals and lectures, light-
ing, and sight lines of the audience.
The auditorium has often been called out of the reach
of the Academy, but through flexibility in the use of spaces,
22.
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I believe can be included. Of course occasionally, the
Academy sponsors conferences or puts on a celebration that
requires larger facilities, but by being located in Cam-
bridge, no point is far from a good-sized hall.
The Academy would like the last third of the evening
presentation to be discussion with audience participation
which becomes another element to consider in the design:
what physical arrangement is best suited to facilitate au-
dience participation. 42
Small meetings such as the Committee meetings require
conference rooms for about 10 people, and sometimes it may
be desirable to schedule them as luncheon meetings. After-
noon teas or receptions for noted visitors or exhibitions
should be planned for and a private outside garden area
could be used in early fall and spring. Exhibits of sci-
entific, educational or cultural nature should be given
space along with an area for waiting and reading recent
publications of the Academy. Space for these purposes
could be combined with the lounge area.
Office space needed for the administration of the Aca-
demy's business consists of an office for the Executive Of-
ficer, a general office for four secretaries (2 part-time),
42. Report of the Commission on Present Status, op. cit.,
P. 25.
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an office machine work room, a fairly large storage space
for publication and other material needed daily, and an
office for the Editor of publications. Appendix III lists
office furniture and machines required for office operations.
Then, of course, toilets and mechanical equipment space
must also be planned for.
The square footages proposed for the areas as discussed
above are as follows:
Area Sq. Ft.
Dining-Meeting 3,000
Kitchen 200
Lounge-Exhibition 1,500
Meeting-reading-waiting 1,000
Offices 800
Toilets 200
Mechanical Equipment 300
Total Area 7,000
24.
L
SITE
In choosing the site for the house, the first con-
sideration was convenience for the most members. In a
study made by the present Executive Officer, the center
of gravity of the Fellow's home addresses was found to
be close to the intersection of Fresh Pond Parkway and
Brattle Street in Cambridge. The center of gravity of
their working places was Central Square, and half way
between lay Harvard Square. Harvard Square is the area
chosen for the site because of its conveniences to the
center of gravity of the Fellows homes and work places,
to public rapid transit, bus and trolley service, and to
other facilities such as larger auditoriums which will
be needed occasionally.
The actual plots of ground chosen are in the Win-
throp and Eliot Streets block on Boylston Street. At
present, the site is occupied by two different gasoline
companies using bigger and louder signs in competing for
the attention of the passing motorist. With these two
incongruous buildings removed, the site has many assets:
Winthrop Park owned by the City of Cambridgeacross Win-
throp Street; a french restaurant next to the site on
that same street; well-kept apartments, unusual shops,
and Harvard University buildings across Boylston Street,
and several churches and Harvard Clubs in the vicinity.
25.
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There is a drop of about eight feet in the site, from Win-
throp Street down to Eliot Street, which allows a play of
levels in the landscaping and design.43
Parking facilities are close by with the municipal
lot in Brattle Square, and the other on Boylston Street
just beyond Mt. Auburn Street. There are quite a few di-
agonal parking spaces on Eliot Street, too, but in order
to be sure to have enough parking spaces for the Fellows,
35 spaces will be provided on the property itself. Ten of
the spaces would be separated for daily use of the staff
and visitors. The other 25 of these spaces could be rented
during the day to provide a little extra income for the Aca-
demy, as well as help relieve the parking congestion in Har-
vard Square.
The land is actually expensive, assessed by Cambridge
for a total of $118,500 including buildings, but is an ex-
cellent investment.
The hope in acquiring this land is mainly to give the
House of the Academy a perfect location, but also to en-
hance the adjacent community, resulting from the removal
of the two gas stations.
The site will give the building a setting of prominence
with an excellent view of it from Boylston Street, traveling
in either direction.
43. For further description of Harvard Square Assets, see
Appendix IV.
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KEY TO MAP
NO. ITEM LOCATED
00 Center of Gravity,
Fellows' Residences
0 Center of Gravity,
Fellows' Working Places
1 Elmwood House
2 22 Palmer Street
3 Proposed Site
4 Harvard Faculty Club
5 Fogg Art Museum
6 Harvard Business School
7 Kresge Auditorium
8 Hayden Memorial Library
9 M,.I.T. Faculty Club
10 87 Mt. Vernon Street
11 State House
12 Boston Athenaeum
13 45 Beacon Street
14 28 Newbury Street
15 Sheraton-Plaza
16 Museum of Science
(Not on map)
17 Tufts University (in Medford)
18 280 Newton Street (in Brookline)
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PROPOSAL FINANCES
The cost figures that follow are only approximations
but they do give an indication of the amounts involved in
new construction in a convenient location, and the cost of
this convenience. They also show a truer picture of the
actual maintenance costs the Academy needs to pay in order
to perform its functions. These maintenance costs are low-
er in comparison with Newbury Street and Brandegee house
for two reasons: 1) the new building, because of its new-
ness will not require any high bills for alterations and
repairs, and 2) the new building is planned to require the
minimum of daily maintenance, with no extra unusable spaces
to care for.
The square foot price used in estimating the cost of
the building is based on prices of similar type buildings
and would allow for the best finishes of building materi-
als. The landscaping figure of 15% of the total cost is
also a high estimate to cover the parking lot and complete
landscaping service. The architect's fee percentage is
from the American Institute of Architects' rate scale for
Massachusetts.
Due to the convenience of the site to public trans-
portation and the desirable location, the cost of the land
is quite high and would be more than the assessed value:
10% added in the schedule below. Cost of wrecking the ex-
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isting buildings on the site is almost negligible due to
redeemability of the building materials, and is not in-
cluded.
Proposed Schedule of Site Acquisition and Construction Costs
Item Costs
Assessed Value of Site (land and buildings)$118,500
10% of Assessed Value 11,850
Total Cost of Site
Building"(7,000 sq.ft. @ $22/sq.ft.) $154,000
Landscaping (all site work: parking lot,
walks, trees and plants) 27,176
Total Cost of Building and Landscaping $181,176
Architect's Fee (9.8% of the above total) 17,755
Total Cost of Construction
TOTAL COST OF PROPOSAL
$130,350
$198, 931
$329,281
By making 25 of the total 35 parking spaces planned
in the proposal available during the day for renting, and
by allowing other organizations to use the building facili-
ties, it is estimated that the Academy would have enough in-
come to cover the maintenance of the building itself, as
shown in the proposed schedule of Maintenace Costs. This
schedule is set up in the same fashion as the schedule in
28.
Part I on page 18 of this report, so that they can be com-
pared directly.
Income from meetings of other organizations is figured
as the same amount as received at 28 Newbury Street.
Proposed Schedule of House Operating and Maintenance Costs
Item Costs
Custodian or Handy Man
Assistant or Gardener
Housekeeper -Cook
Fuel
Electricity
Water
Elevator
Equipment
Supplies
Alteration and Repairs
Fire Insurance
Rents: Office Space
Storage Space
Meeting Halls
Miscellaneous
$3,000.00
1,500.00
500.00
25.00
200.00
600.00
100.00
100.00
50-00
Total House Costs
Less
Income from other uses
25 daytime parking spaces (D $10/mo.
36 meetings of other organizations
Total Income from Other Uses
Total Surplus Income
$3,000.00
3, 453. 00
$ 478
29.
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P A R T III - C 0 N C L U S I O N
CONCLUSION
This report has dealt heavily with the past of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and may read more
like a history text than the discussion of its housing
problems. However, the exact nature of the Academy is
elusive: its purposes are practically unrestricted and
it performs many and varied functions.
The main function is the publication and exchange
of ideas. The capacity for communication amongst the
Fellows and with the general public is unlimited. This
communication of knowledge and theories can begin with
the researcher writing his findings in one of the Acade-
my's publications and is the main activity at any of the
Academy's meetings, large or small. Offical meetings of
this society have ranged from ten to over a thousand.
Therefore, many hours were spent in searching out
the Academy and recording its typical activities. It
was found that its meetings could be held almost any-
where, but comfortable, pleasant surroundings are desired
more and more by modern man. No one denies the psycholo-
gist now the importance of the relationship between man
and his environment. Thus, it is hard to understand why
this ancient organization which claims to be striving to
maintain a healthy body and lively spirit of discussion,
decides to move into a house such as the present one. It
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seems like the Academy has acquired "....a mausoleum in-
vaded only on rare occasions by a few academicians who
have the temerity to venture into its cold and forbidding
atmosphere."44 A gift of large proportions cannot be re-
fused it seems, even when the maintenance costs are in
gigantic proportions.
All the lively Council meetings during which housing
was discussed, did not adjourn without the proposal for an
entirely new building. In fact, Mr. Edwin H. Land went so
far as to suggest several groups get together and construct
"....a million-dollar building, a temple or monument of
learning .... 945 I mention this example, and refer back to
the others already mentioned, to show that the Fellows them-
selves have their own ideas on the subject of housing.
After carefully studying the Academy in the like man-
ner of a surgeon studying the patient's health record be-
fore a serious operation, I stated in Part II my opinion
of what would be the best way to strengthen the Academy by
its housing, so that it may continue to carry out the com-
mendable ideals set down for it in the Charter of Incorpor-
ation in 1780.
44. Report of the Commission on the Status and Future of
the Academy, op. cit., p. 27.
45. Council Minutes. op. cit., May 9, 1956, p. 4.
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APPENDIX I
Public Transportation to Brandegee House
To travel to Brandegee House from in town take
the Arborway car from Park Street to Monument Square (Centre
and Eliot Streets), then the Chestnut Hill bus which runs
along Allandale Road. From Park Street to Monument Square
will take about 26 minutes; from Monument Square to the
nearest point to Brandegee House on Allendale Road, about
12 minutes. This bus leaves Monument Square once an hour
at quarter past the hour. There is no service on Sunday.
Another way is to take the Forest Hills elevated
from Washington to Dudley, take the Monument Square bus from
Dudley (13 minutes), and at Monument Square the bus for Chest-
nut Hill. The Monument Square bus from Dudley runs every 10
minutes, less during the rush hour. The distance from Allan-
dale Road to the House is about one quarter of a mile up a
steep slope.
From Cambridge a Cleveland Circle bus may be taken
from Central Square (20 minutes). This bus runs every 15 min-
utes during the day, more frequently during the rush hour. At
Cleveland Circle take the Roslindale Square bus to the corner
of Newton and Grove Streets (12 minutes). This bus runs every
30 minutes during the day, every 10 minutes during the rush
hour. The distance to the house from the corner of Newton and
Grove Streets is about half a mile. The Academy will presuma-
bly have a station wagon at Brandegee House to meet people coming
32.
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by public transportation at specified times and places.
From Lechmere also a streetcar may be taken to
Cleveland Circle (30 minutes). Service on this line is
frequent at all times.
Busses also run from Green Street to Belgrade
Avenue and Wren Street along Centre Street. The corner
of Allandale Road and Centre Street is a little more than
half a mile from Brandegee House. Between 9 a.m. and
2:20 p.m., these busses run every 20 minutes (and after
7:16 p.m.). There is more frequent service at other times.
The above information was compiled in the office of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, March 26, 1957.
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Extract from Dr. Wilson's letter to the President (Received
May 1, 1956)
The letter of Treasurer Adams about the building (Bran-
degee House) seems to me very sensible. The National Academy
had a one and a quarter million palace given to it thirty
years ago by the Carnegie Corporation. The upkeep was $40,000
a year -- quite a rental -- which tied up another million.
It is only half a building at that! The upkeep is now, with
the inflation, $100,000 a year. A very high'rental which
might make the building a white elephant of major proportions
were it not for the overhead on Government contracts of which
the Academy has a good many.
If we had had a lot of Government contracts at a 20%
overhead we might have stayed in Newbury Street. If infla-
tion is going merrily along for the next half century we shall
need a very large present endowment with any very substantial
property. For the life of me I can not see the rush about get-
ting entangled with any building, except under very favorable
circumstances, until after we have seen how we can get along
without one.
The above extract was mimeographed and published by The American
Academy of Arts and Sciences with the Council Minutes of May 9,
1956.
APPENDIX III
Required Office Machines and Furniture of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences
Item Heighth Depth Width
Addressograph 30"#x 40"x 27"
Addressograph cabinet 30"x 18"x 24"
Graphotype 46"x 18"x 33"
Mimeograph and cabinet Approx. 36"x 20"x 42"
Verifax and cabinet Approx. 36"x 26"x 34"
Five typing tables(l w/casters) 26"x 19"x 28"
Four desks(l double) 30"x 19"x 28"
One steel storage cabinet 78"x 18"x 36"
33 filing drawers 60"x 15"x 29"
One card file cabinet 58"x 21"x 40"
Bookcases 12"x 12"x 17L.F.
The above items were extracted from the list of office
furnishings owned by the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.
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Harvard Square Assets
What are the area's assets? The Square has a more
than usually successful combination of four different
land uses: Education, Religion, Residence, and Retail.
It is our most exciting American College business dis-
trict and at the same time the most sophisticated gen-
eral merchandise grouping in New England. Students,
Cambridge family groups, and commuters are its ardent
supporters. Its enormous variety of high-quality goods
and services includes foreign books, custom tailors,
french pastry, Viennese cooking, Italian objets d'art,
fancy florists, Woolworth items, German Salami, Swiss
wine, fountain pens, Irish woolens, Scotch whisky,
charcoal gray slacks, and Hathaway shirts.
The above statements were extracted from the program for
the graduate problem, "Harvard, Fair and Square", written
by Lawrence B. Anderson, Professor of Architecture, M.I.T.,
September 28, 1956; and were used in the above form for
the student exhibition, "M.I.T. Studies Harvard Square
36.
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